Acute reductions in GABAA receptor binding in layer IV of adult primate somatosensory cortex after peripheral nerve injury.
Following peripheral nerve transection, reorganizational plasticity has been reported to occur in two phases, one immediate and one more protracted. GABA (gamma-aminobutyric acid) has been implicated in the immediate "unmasking" phase of reorganization. We have used quantitative autoradiography to assess potential changes in GABA(A) and GABA(B) receptor binding in primate somatosensory cortex following peripheral nerve injury. Here we report reductions in GABA(A) receptor binding in layer IV of primate somatosensory cortex deprived of its normal activating inputs for 2-5 h by peripheral nerve transection.